
University of Natural Resources and Life Sciences 

Department of Water, Atmosphere and Environment 

Institute of Waste Management 
 

 

Institute of Waste Management 
at the 

BOKU - University of Natural 

Resources and Life Sciences, Vienna, 

Austria 

 

Presentation of the 

 



Institute of Waste Management 11.03.2014 

University of Natural Resources and 

 Life Sciences, Vienna 

2 



Institute of Waste Management 11.03.2014 

ÅToday 15 departments:   

Material sciences, chemistry, water management, civil engineering, 

natural hazards,  (nano-)biotechnology, agricultural sciences, food 

sciences, applied genetics and cell biology, soil sciences, economic 

sciences, environmental technology, etc.  

Å1,769 scientists and lecturers (total staff 2,450) (2012) 

Å12,384 students (2013)  

Å9 Bachelor und 25 master programs (10 international master 

programs in English) (2014)  
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Department for Water, Atmosphere and Environment 

7 Institutes:  

ÅSanitary Engineering and Water Pollution Control (SIG) 

ÅHydrobiology and Aquatic Ecosystem Management (IHG) 

ÅWaste Management (ABF-BOKU), including planning, disposal 
technology and disposal logistics 

ÅMeteorology (BOKU-Met) 

ÅHydraulics and Rural Water Management (IHLW) 

ÅWater Management, Hydrology and Hydraulic Engineering (IHWH) 

ÅSafety and Risk Management (ISR) 

University of Natural Resources and 

 Life Sciences, Vienna 
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Institute of Waste Management (ABF-

BOKU) - Focus of Research 
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ABF-BOKU - Focus of Research  

1. Waste prevention 
 

Å Considered highest priority within waste 

management hierarchy  

Å Our approach comprises the whole life cycle   of 

consumer goods and material flows 

Å Selected material flows:   

ï  food 

ïWEEE 

ïbulky waste  

Å Analysis with respect to individual psychological  

(e.g. consumption behaviour) as well as contextual 

(e.g. social, legal, economic) influencing factors.  

  

http://www.leics.gov.uk/index/environment/waste/waste_minimisation.htm 
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ABF-BOKU ï Focus of Research 

Lead Projects  
Å FUSIONS (Food Use for Social Innovation by Optimizing  

waste prevention Strategies): http://www.eu-fusions.org  

Å TransWaste (Formalisation of informal sector activities in 

collection and transboundary activities shipment of wastes in and 

to Central and Eastern Europe): 

Main Publications  
Å Salhofer S.P., Obersteiner G., Schneider F., Lebersorger S. 

(2008): Potentials for the Prevention of Municipal Solid Waste. In: 

Waste Management Vol. 28, No. 2, pp. 245-259, ISSN 0956-053X. 

Å Lebersorger S., Schneider F. (2011): Discussion on the 

methodology for determining food waste in household waste 

composition studies. In: Waste Management 31 (9-10), pp. 1924-

1933. 
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Waste generation and prevention - 

Food waste from households 

Photos: ABF-BOKU 

6 to 12 % in residual waste from households! 
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The 21 project partners from 13 countries (EU FP7). 

FUSIONS will contribute to:  

-  the harmonisation of food waste monitoring;  

-  improved understanding how social innovation can reduce food waste;  

- the development of guidelines for a common Food Waste policy for EU-27.  

 

FUSIONS will support:  

-  the delivery of the Roadmap towards a Resource Efficient Europe;  

- the European Commissionôs target of a 50% reduction of food waste;  

- a 20% reduction in the food chainôs resource inputs by 2020. 

FUSIONS project (Food Use for Social Innovation by 

Optimizing waste prevention Strategies), 2012-2016 
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TransWaste 

   Cause: 

ïWEEE, bulky wastes, 

clothes collected by 

non authorised 

(informal) people 

ïTransport into countries 

with less developed 

waste management 

and lower GDP 

  Effect: 

ïFinancial 

ÅNegative for waste collection 

and fiscal authorities 

ÅPositive to waste pickers 

ïSocial: 

ÅNegative conditions for waste 

pickers (deteriorate due to EU 

directives) 

ïEcological: 

ÅNegative: Littering, no 

guarantee for adequate waste 

processing 

ÅPositive: Re-Use 

10 



Institute of Waste Management 11.03.2014 

TransWaste - main project goals 

ÅImplementation of transnational 

cooperation of authorities 

concerning informal sector 

activities;  

ÅLegitimising waste pickers in a 

changing system for selected 

regions; 

ÅFormalisation of informal sector 

in cooperation with target groups 

taking into consideration their 

needs for selected regions. 

Training of former 

informal collectors 
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TransWaste ï preferred items 

© ABF-BOKU 

© ABF-BOKU 

© ABF-BOKU 

© ABF-BOKU 

© ABF-BOKU 
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