


Environmental studies at Polish universities

Warsaw, 14 April 2014
Lucjan CHMIELARZ
Faculty of Chemistry

TEMPUS ĂQANTUSò Kick -off Meeting



Synopsis

1. Short information on the Jagiellonian University in Krakow

2. Environmental studies in Poland

3. Present day: National Qualifications Framework for Higher Education

4. Environmental studies at the Jagiellonian University

5. Contribution of the Jagiellonian University to the QANTUS project



4

The Jagiellonian University was 

founded by King Casimir the 

Great in 1364.

16 faculties, 48 disciplines, 93 specialisations,

47 000 students,

university staff: 

academic teachers - 3700, 

professors ï1050,

1. Short information on the Jagiellonian University in Krakow



1783    First Deparment of Chemistry in Poland 

Jan JaŜkiewicz (mineral waters, gases, theory of flame)

1849 Department of Geography

Wincenty Pol

1883    Condensation of oxygen and nitrogen

Karol Olszewski i Zygmunt Wr·blewski

Strong tradition in natural and exact sciences (mathematics, physics, chemistry, 

astronomy, biology, geography etc.)



2. Environmental studies in Poland

ÅBeginning: early 1990s

ÅTwo strands: 

ÅUniversity studies (environmental protection)

ÅTechnical studies (environmental engineering)

ÅUniversity studies: three Ăgerms of nucleationò

ÅBiology

ÅChemistry

ÅGeography

ÅThree main patterns:

ÅĂSuprafaculty studiesò (Warsaw University)

ÅInterfaculty studies (JU, UWr)

ÅStudies within one faculty (UMCS)

ÅRegular meetings of Heads of Environmental Studies (from 1993)

ÅTempus project DEPES (Databasesand ECTS for Polish Environmental Studies): 1996-97, with 11 
Polish universities and 3 EU partners, coordinated by the JU



3. Present day : NQF for HE

ÅNQF for HE introduced by the Decree of the Minister of Science and Higher Education in
2011

ÅEnvironmental studies at Polish universities are usually assigned to Natural Sciences area

ÅIn 2012 all Polish curricula have been transformed to follow the requirements of NQF
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